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members of the family were in each generation suffi-
ciently friendly to divide their inheritance of household
stores without squabbling over the relative values of
the pieces.
It; is not proposed to conduct the collector through
all the periods that follow that just: considered, down
to the end of the Georgian in 1830, It will suffice if
we linger for a short: time oven* some phase of the
subject of domestic metal wares in the succeeding
generations. For the purposes of investigation the
later years of KIbabeth clown to the Puritan emigration
to America may be taken next, It: was a period when
men were increasing their personal possessions and not a
few inventories have been left which titrow considerable
light on the social circumstances of the well-to-do.
For a comprehensive survey one must study works
like Archtrolflgitit the Proceedings of the Society of
Antiquarians of London, and similar volumes of
transactions. From such sources we have drawn only
sufficient to link tip the Past on family with Pepys, who
was one of the first of the lower middle class to make
his name and fame as a capable administrator, what
time he saved money and spent a part of it upon the
accumulation of household gear.
One of the most famous of the Elizabethan in-
ventories was that made after the death of Matthew
Parker, Archbishop of Canterbury, who died in 1575.
It was drawn tip by "Thomas Baker and Thomas
Ikinc, upholsters, John Wetherell and William Home-
blowe, goldsmithes, and others/' The schedules
comprise one which contains 52 items of plate, and
nearly every one is of a domestic character.
In each entry is carefully recorded the number of